s&>: 


e*  $ 


Doc.  lio*  5832 


Ppfo  1. 


Subject:  Lrhn  lattlo  in  A.;.bon  Island 


I  lrin.cu  p.t  hit  re;**.  -ofore  dawn  on  January  30,  1942  ns  r.  warrant 
officer  leading  a  section  of  tho  oeCwik.  co:-pnny.  After  landing,  noting 
under  the  orders  of  superiors,  PCCo._xri.iou  ’ey  others  in  the  section 
sought  a  (.uide,  as  we  did  not  know  tho  vny  to  Laha.  Accor. paniod  by 
pn  old  ran  and.  having,  ascertained  ur  vny  »e  advanced  towards  Laha. 


We  arrived  at  So yak o do  that  afternoon  rnr  after  a  short  rest, 
we  opened  action.  When  we  ceased  action,  we  took  ux  billets  in 
bowokodo. 


Ve  attacked  several  tir.eo  without  succooo,  although  suffering 
heavy  casualties.  Vhile  ro:  retting  over  the  loos  of  bo  ceny  conrad.es, 
a  shot  firod  fro;,  the  Sony's  trench  cortar  fell  a  cocoanut  pain  and 
a  'banana  tree,  and  as  I  had  no  tine  to  run  away,  I  received  a  wound 
in  tho  right  shoulder,  .is  it  wb  ny  right  arc,  I  retired  to  the  rear 
for  r.odical  troatuent  in  Sownkodo.  Although  I  do  not  reno  her  tho 
exact  cate  of  the  incident,  hut  I  "believe  it  happened  in  the  evening 
of  February  1,  19*±2. 


laha  vne  captured  at  dawn  on  February  3,  1942. 


Sinco  I  was  wounded,  I  die.  not  partici  ate  in  Laha  battle,  but 
rer.ained  with  tho  rear  unit. 


The  section  under  cy  co.—and  and  others  ontcrod  laha  on  February  3, 
but  I  could  not  on  account  of  ay  wound.  Though  I  don't  rer.e.bor  the  ,xaot 
date  but  I  think  it  was  in  the  evenii.  of  February  6  that  I  entered  Lsha, 
the  ancient  Tauri  village,  by  n  bar.e,  and  was  billeted  in  a  house,  which 
wps  forrerly  used  ao  a  school,  bnablo  to  cove  freely  on  account  of  ny 
wound,  I  did  not  go  beyond  the  billetin',  area  and  thus  could  soe  only  its 
neighborhood. 


I  first  eaw  the  allied  prisoners  at  Sowakodo  on  ny  way  to  fetch 
ceals  at  the  arcy  kitchen.  At  that  tine  I  die.  not  know  how  these  allied 
personnel  cone  to  bo  prisoners  of  the  Japanese  force,  however  about  a 
conth  after  that  incident  I  discovered  that  they  hrd  surrendered. 


Tho  prisoners  were  detained  in  the  school  building  at  Sowakodo, 
which  was  situated  on  the  other  tide  of  the  te/.porary  Japanese  aruy 
kitchen.  It  was  in  the  evening  when  I  saw  thee  and  they  wore  inside 
the  cage. 


liext  tine  when  I  saw  then,  I  believe  it  was  in  the  nomine  of 
February  2  and  there  were  about  3  or  9  escorted  by  Japanese  soldiers. 
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On  the  Bar.ie  evening-  I  saw  another  hunch  of  about  ten  also  escorted  by 
Japanese  soldiers.  As  I  was  not  ablo  to  teke  part  in  the  night  raid 
with  others  in  the  evening,  I  went  to  fetch  my  meal  at  the  kitchen,  when 
I  saw  some  thirty  allied  prisoners  a*ein. 

At  dawn  on  February  3  we  received  the  report  of  the  capture 
of  Laka.  When  I  went  to  fetch  ry  mecl  on  the  sene  morning  I  estimated 
there  were  something  like  40  allied  prioonere.  I-ut  this  is  only  a 
rouvh  estinate,  as  I  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  count  then. 

Tho  tenporrry  Sowakodo  cages  were  divided  into  two  sections, 
one  smaller  one  for  the  officers  and  the  larger  for  n.c.os  and  men. 

I  got  to  know  later  that  there  were  one  Major,  one  nodical  captain  and 
two  or  throe  othcro  in  critivity.  I  also  saw  tho  prisoners  in  the  same 
cage  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  lobruery. 

Though  1  don't  know  the  exact  date,  after  we  had  finished  our 
noon  meal  on  or  about  the  6th,  Commander  of  the  Company,  NaKaGaWA,  arrived 
at  Soewnkodo  with  a  party  of  Japanese  troops  of  about  a  platoon  strong: 

(40)  in  two  barges,  he  announced  the  disposal  of  the  Allied  prisoners, 
according  to  tho  order  of  the  Landing  party,  and  arrangements  were  made 
forthwith  and  the  first  execution  took  place  after  about  an  hour.  Though 
uncertain,  tho  prisoners  were  executed  in  a  forest  near  Laha,  located 
some  350  metros  from  the  cages.  The  weapons  used  for  execution  were 
mostly  Japanese  swords,  but  ba:  onetB  also  were  used.  The  method  was 
that  each  priuonor  had  his  hands  tied  behind  his  back  and  wr.s  taken  to 
the  place  of  the  execution  'nd  made  to  sit  down  directly  in  front  of  the 
prepared  position,  his  nock  slightly  stretched  downwards,  but  not  blindU 
folded,  and  in  this  way  they  were  executed.  I  saw  the  executions  up  to 
the  27th  or  tho  2sth  man,  but  because  I  didn't  see  the  rest  I  don't  know 
what  had  happened  to  the  remainder. 


The  strength  of  the  party  which  Company  Commander  ILuLlGaWa  brought 
over  wfs  divided  into  three  parts,  half  of  them  was  detailed  for  guard 
duty  and  about  ten  of  thorn  carried  out  the  executions.  The  remainder 
over  ton  in  number  acted  as  escort b  of  prisoners.  There  were  about  60 
wounded  men  at  Sowakodo  at  that  time  and  I  believe  about  20,  who  could 
walk,  had  seen  the  executions.  Tut  because  it  happonod  four  years  ago 
1  don't  re.ze  ber  the  names  nor  the  faces  of  those  who  were  present  at 
the  execution.  I  recolloct  only  the  signalmen,  YAiuiShlT^,  by  name  but 
he  was  killed  while  in  night  operation  in  the  middle  of  August  1943. 

ZXEUCKX,  who  was  tho  interpreter  of  the  Company  Commander, 
NAKAGAl.iv,  soemed  to  question  the  prisoners  on  the  spot,  hut  as  I  stood 
some  distance  a.way  as  an  obsorvor  end  because  I  don't  know  English  at 
e.ll,  I  didn't  understand  what  they  were  saying. 


I  don't  remombor  the  names  and  the  facee  of  the  executed  allied 
prioonoro  bocause  I  had  noon  then  for  the  first  tine  in  my  life.  I 
don't  renozber  clearly  the  number  of  thooe  who  were  executed,  out  I 
believe  they  were  10.  .and  I  don't  also  remember  the  names  and  the 
facee  of  the  executioners,  however,  if  I  see  then  again,  1  cay  he  ahlo 
to  recognize  thee,  although  I  an  not  certain,  hut  nen  who  carried  out 
the  executions  were  costly  those  of  YOSKIhidU  Platoon,  reinforcements 
from  the  1st  SnShr.O  Special  Landing;  Party,  and  partly  some  of  thorn  night 
have  been  thono  from  the  air  base.  I  eca.uoe  the  platoon  commander, 

YOolt Il'jiHu,  wf s  killed  in  action,  the  senior  warrant  officer  of  the 
cocpany  took  co<x:ond  of  this  platoon,  1  don't  ki.cv  whether  the  senior 
warrant  oificor  of  the  platoon  directly  carried  out  the  executions  or 
not,  hut  it  is  certain  that  he  was  orenent  on  tho  spot. 

The  reason  why  tho  YOSr.Irj»i?A  platoon  h-  d  been  attached  to  the 
Kure  1st  Special  Lrnding  Party,  was  as  follows.  The  latter  had  captured 
Legaopi  (in  the  Philippines)  prior  to  taking  anbon,  and  in  the  transfer, 
left  the  3rd  platoon  of  tho  2nd  conpany  and  half  of  the  infantry,  artillery 
behind  and  so  in  this  way  the  strength  of  the  company  became  diminished; 
thus  it  became  necessary  to  reinforce. 

I  don't  know  tho  exact  reason  why  the  execution  was  entrusted  to 
the  hands  of  the  YOShlrj&A  Shotai,  hut  according  tc  the  rumor  circulated 
lator  on,  the  YOSr.Ii-JVRA  Shotai,  >diich  was  the  reinf  rcecent  from  the  1st 
Saseho  Special  landing  Party  had  lost  not  only  its  commander  hut  relatively 
suffored  heavy  casualties  and  was  seeking  revenue;  thus  they  volunteered 
themselves  to  the  task. 

About  ten  days  after  the  capture  of  Laha,  the  platoon  was 
quartered  in  Victoria  barracks  for  about  ono  month,  after  which  they 
were  reincorporated  in  the  Saseho  1st  Special  Landing  Party  (the  Shiga 
party)  which  I  believe  had  its  base  at  Timor  at  that  time,  but  I  don't 
know  where  thoy  aro  now.  I  think  ten  nen  out  of  this  platoon  wore  detailed 
as  executimers  end  mother  ton  as  escorts,  end  the  rest  as  guards.  I 
can't  say  definitely  because  four  years  prosed  before  now,  but  I  can  Bey 
it  is  a  little  certain. 

Lt.  HAKAGidiA,  who  had  been  sent  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
landing  party,  was  a  reeponeible  loader  on  the  spot  at  Sowakodo.  but 
as  he  wee  sent  there  by  orders  and  noted  under  orders,  he  was  not  primarily 
responsible.  The  reax<nsible  nan  wro  Capt.  hnTAlQJYAka.,  who  has  given 
tho  orders,  but  the  nan  who  saw  it  carried  out  was  Lt.  UaIaGAwA. 

One  senior  NCO  took  charge  of  the  platoon  on  behalf  of  the 
commander  after  the  death  of  YOSl-.Ikn&w  but  as  I  said  before,  it  is 
certain  that  the  senior  NCO  received  orders  from  the  Conpany  Commander 
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and  passed  then  on  to  his  subordinates  and  saw  then  executed,  hut  it  is 
not  cortain  whether  he  himself  carried  out  the  orders  or  not.  because 
he  cane  to  the  platoon  as  one  of  the  reinforcements,  I  didn't  associate 
with  hin  at  all,  and  I  don't  renoi  her  his  name  nor  face  now  after  so 
many  months. 

Though  I  can't  say  definitely,  hut  according  to  a  rumor  the 
guards  of  the  prisoners  wore  drawn  from  S3^  Soaplane  .  ase  Construction 
Unit  and  the  Lend  based  Construction  Unit.  Though  I  don't  remember 
accurately,  tut  there  v/cro  four  or  fivo  shifts  with  two  guards  every 
tine. 

The  reason  why  the  baeo  C  instruction  Unit  took  part  in  the  hattlo 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  they  had  c.».-.o  to  reinforce  from  the  sea  party 
on  account  of  the  let  Kure  SpeciaJ.  Landin,  Party  had  been  nearly  wiped 
out  hy  a  series  of  hepvy  casualties,  non  of  the  base  Construction  Unit 
were  non-conho tents  and  .  echanics.  *hey  wore  not  armed  and  had  to  take 
arns  fron  the  dead  and  woundod  of  tho  let  Kuro  Special  Landing  Party  and 
do  guard  duty,  jvnt’  I  romo  .her  thero  was  a  nan  seeding  to  he  a  lieutenant 
in  charge  of  these  units.  I  think  ho  ;.i:ht  have  been  the  commander  of 
the  guards. 

I  remeber  the  Inee  Construction  Unit  depart  for  some  other  area 
after  the  end  of  the  hattlo,  hut  a  part  of  the  land  based  Construction 
Detachment  stayed  in  Laha  for  some  two  or  throe  months.  On  account  of 
the  lapso  of  time  I  don't  romei-ber  it  clearly. 

I  know  of  nobody  except  the  interpreter  IKEUChl  who  would  ho 
likely  to  know  tho  names  of  the  prisoners  at  Sowakodo. 

before  and  after  receiving  meals  at  the  kitchen,  not  being 
able  to  speak  in  English,  we  tried  to  talk  with  the  prisoners  in  Japanese 
or  hy  eigne.  I  remo.  her  they  wero  such  simple  words  such  as  Nippon,  Japan, 
Fujiyama  and  Zentsuji,  Shikoku. 

1  eenuse  I  cane  in  contact  with  tho  foreigners  for  the  first 
time  in  my  life  and  ae  I  didn't  know  English,  I  don't  remember  how  the 
prisoners  look  like,  ae  all  western  poople  look  alike  to  me. 

If  I  remember  right,  among  the  Japanese  troops  in  Sowakoeda, 
the  only  person  I  rome.ber  is  the  intorproter  FUKjJhi.  hut  there  may 
have  been  some  others  of  tho  old  1st  Special  landing  Party,  hut  I  don't 
know. 


I  don't  remomber  whether  the  interpreter,  TaKmDa,  was  present 
at  the  execution  or  not. 
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To  tho  best  of  ray  recollection,  their  personal  belongings 
wore  searched  and  they  were  subjected  to  physical  examinations. 
This  happened  twice  in  front  of  the  headquarters  of  tho  bonding 
Party  at  that  tino.,  The  examiner  was  the  chief  warrant  officer, 
SUV/A,  assisted  by  second  warrant  officer  of  the  Wireless  Platoon 
and  another  warrant  officer.  Though  I  don;t  remember  their  namos, 
I  may  be  able  to  recognize  them  if  I  soo  them  again.  His  rank  was 
a  chief  petty  officer  at  that  time. 

They  had  confiscated  a  few  of  tho  prisoners'  personal  be¬ 
longings  after  the  examination.  If  my  memory  doesn't  fail  no,  tho 
prisoners'  belongings  consisted  of  money  purses,  mirrors  of  the 
field,  tobacco,  pocket  bocks,  fountain  pens,  and  pencils,  etc.  A 
small  quantity  of  cigarettes  were  given  to  the  allied  prisoners 
daily. 

Although  I  an  not  certain,  but  I  hear  '-'arrant  Officer  SU7/A 
left  for  Kei  Island*  when  tho  24th  Base  Construction  Unit  wore 
transferred  and  later  no  went  back  to  Japan  after  a  turn  at 
Sourabaya.  The  Warrant  Officer,  SWA,  didn't  go  to  tho  front  be¬ 
cause  he  was  tho  Commander  of  a  Wireless  Platoon,  and  ho  was 
extraordinarily  a  big  follow  and  his  uniform,  was  always  an  extra 
big  one,  I  knew  him  well. 

I  think  it  was  about  three  or  four  o'clock  on  about  the  6th 
of  February  1942  when  I  left  3 owakodo  to  La ha  in  barges.  The 
executions  were  still  going  on  at  the  tine  I  departed-  After  I 
returned  to  Laha,  Lt.  NAKAOAV/A  came  back  with  his  party.  It  might 
have  been  about  two  hours  after  we  entered  Laha,  Those  who  could 
walk  and  those  who  could  be  transferred  among  the  wounded  were 
brought  back  from  Sokooda  to  Lnha  in  barges.  Those  who  remained 
behind  were  nurses  and  wounded.  I  believe  I  remainod  in  Laha  on 
the  6th,  7th  and  the  8th..  We  left  Laha  for  Victoria  sometime  afte 
four  on  the  8th.  when  we  saw  10  or  more  prisoners  working  on  the 
jetty.  I  didn't  see  any  other  prisoners  nnywnere  al&e.  The 
reason  is  that  because  I  have  only  been  able  co  see  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  barracks  and  could  not  go  anywhere  near  the 
aerodrome  because  I  have  not  yet  entirely  recovered. 

Some  10  days  after  I  was  transferred  to  Victoria  I  learned 
for  the  first  time  that  there  were  about  1^0  allied  prisoners  at 
the  Laha  aerodrome.  About  a  month  after  uy  transfer  to  Victoria 
barracks,  I  entered  the  Ambon  hospital  from  malaria.  I  remained 
in  the  hospital  fer  about  one  and  a  half  months.  Sometime  in  the 
middle  of  March  whilst  in  hospital,  I  heard  that  the  prisoners 
captured  in  Laha  had  been  disposed  of.  During  the  invasion  of 
Ambon,  the  attacking  Japanese  force  had  encountered  stronger 
resistance  than  it  had  expected  and  as  the  capture  seemed  to  pass 
the  scheduled  date,  the  conrandor  sent  for  naval  and  aerial 
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reinforcements  by  means  of  which  he  succeeded  in  capturing  Laha, 
Though  the  numbers  and  the  names  of  the  warships  are  not  clear, 
but  the  destroyers  and  minesweepers  rushed  into  the  bay  and 
opened  fire.  In  the  course  of  action  one  minesweeper  struck  a 
mine  and  sank.  Another  minesweeper  was  lost,  it  is  said,  due  to 
allied  forces  outside  the  bay.  I  actually  saw  the  wreck  of  one, 
but  heard  only  the  story  of  the  other.  The  survivors  of  two 
minesweepers  were  all  accommodated  in  Victoria  Barracks.  Having 
had  no  reinforcements  from  Kure  1st  Special  Landing  Party,  they 
were  put  on  guard  Ambon  under  strength.  They  were  rescued  from 
the  sea  with  hardly  anything  on  and  consequently  they  were  given 
sone  old  clothes  to  wear  and  capturod  allied  arms.  I  was  also 
told,  although  doubtful,  that  they  were  node  to  guard  the  Paso 
districts. 


If  I  renember  right,  there  were  about  100  survivors  from 
both  minesweepers.  The  story  that  I  had  hoard  went  on  to  say  that 
the  survivors  regretted  the  loss  of  so  many  lives  that  they  sought 
for  revenge.  As  they  couldn't  give  up  this  intention,  the  senior 
officer  of  the  section  made  a  request  sevoral  tines  to  Rear 
Admiral  HATAKEYAKA  Koichiro,  the  commander  at  that  time.  At  first 
his  request  was  turned  down,  but  at  last  it  was  acquiesced  and 
ordered  Lt.  HATAKEYAITA  to  carry  out  the  plan  who  in  turn  conveyed 
the  sare  to  the  aforesaid  senior  officer,  and  according  to  the 
rumor,  the  survivors  carried  out  the  executions  between  I5th-20th 
of  February.  The  manner  of  executions  was,  it  is  said,  both  be¬ 
heading  and  bnyonetting.  The  place  and  time  is  not  clear.  I 
don't  know  the  names  and  faces  of  the  executioners  because  I 
didn't  live  with  them.  It  was  in  the  hospital  that  I  heard  the 
rumor  about  the  executions. 

O  Though  I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  magazine,  I  had  read  in 

some  Japanese  magazine  that  during  the  Lnha  battle  about  18  allied 
personnel  who  had  escaped  out  of  the  Ambon  Island  was  found  out  by 
the  little  Japanese  boat  at  Oranbai  and  was  taken  away  to  Lahn. 

But  I  don't  know  the  manner  of  their  execution.  Apart  from  the 
Sowakodo  and  Laha  executions,  I  don't  know  of  any  other  nor  heard 
of  any  other. 

All  the  above  is  the  fact,  but  it  is  inevitable  that  there 
is  a  few  mistakes  in  dates,  because  four  years  had  elapsod.  The 
fact  is  the  fact  to  the  end,  ond  the  rumor  is  the  rumor  to  tho  end 
I  don't  think  there  is  anyone  who  knows  tho  fact  better  than  I 
among  the  1st  Kure  Special  Landing  Party.  I  don't  know  whether 
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I,  SX.  16852  Capt  Klnnlsh  Vivian  PARISH  of  ARMY  HEADQUARTERS , 
MELBOURNE  rnko  oath  and  say* 

1.  •  I  am  an  officer  of  the  Australian  Military 
Forces  and  an  an  English-Japnnese  interpreter. 

2.  Annoxed  hereto  and  marked  "A"  is  a  true  copy 
of  a  statement  in  Japanese  made  by  HAMANISHI  Shigeo  on  16th 
Novonber.  194-5,  which  I  have  checked  against  tho  original  held 
by  the  Directorate  o 


by  the  Directorate  of  Prisoners  of  War  and  Intornoes,  Army  HQ. 

3.  Tho  original  statement  cannot  be  made  avail¬ 

able  immediately  as  it  is  required  for  tho  trial  of  JAPANESE  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  nassacro  of  Australian  PV/  at  LAHA,  AHBOINA. 


Sworn  bofore  me  at  IELBOURNE  ) 
this  6th  day  of  June,  1946  ) 


(Sgd)  (?)  Capt. 

An  officer  of  the  Australian 
Military  Forces. 


(Sgd)  K.  V.  Parish 
Capt. 
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Subject:  Lrha  lattlo  In  j»..-.bon  Island 


I  lrnc.cd  at  hitra:/*.  bofore  dawn  on  January  30,  1942  as  a  warrant 
officer  leading  a  section  of  the  oeOwin.  cocpnny.  Aftor  landing,  acting 
under  the  order c  of  suporioro,  pcco  laniou  by  others  in  the  section 
sought  a  euide,  as  we  die  not  know  the  way  to  Lahe.  Accocpanied  by 
ah  old  can  and  having  ascertained  ur  voy  ve  advanoed  towards  loha. 

Vie  arrived  at  Sowokodo  that  pfternoon  rnr  after  p  short  rest, 
we  opened  action,  tohen  we  ceased  action,  we  took  up  billets  in 
bownkodo. 

V.e  attacked  oevoral  tlceo  without  success,  although  suffering 
heavy  casualties.  \;hile  re.vrettin..  over  the  loss  of  so  cany  coirades, 
a  shot  fired  froc  the  ^necy's  trench  cortar  fell  a  cocopnut  pain  rnd 
a  banana  tree,  and.  pb  I  had  no  tice  to  run  away,  I  received  a  wound 
in  the  right  shoulder,  ns  it  wrs  ny  right  rrn,  I  retired  to  the  rear 
for  cedical  treatment  in  Sowakodo.  Although  I  do  not  reuc  bar  the 
exact  cate  of  the  incident,  but  I  believe  it  happened  in  the  evening 
of  February  1,  19*2. 

Laha  wao  captured  pt  dawn  on  February  3,  19 '12. 

Since  I  was  wounded,  I  die  not  partici  .ate  in  LphA  battle,  but 
regained  with  tho  rear  unit* 

The  section  under  cy  co.-.end  and  others  onterod  Laha  on  February  3, 
but  I  could  not  on  account  of  ay  wound.  Though  1  don't  rece.bor  the  »xact 
date  but  I  think  it  wrs  in  the  evening  of  February  6  that  I  entered  Lahn, 
the  anciont  Tauri  village,  by  a  bar.e,  and  wrs  billeted  in  a  house,  which 
was  formerly  used  ao  a  school.  Unrblo  to  cove  freely  on  account  of  ny 
wound,  I  did  not  co  beyond  the  billeting  area  and  thus  could  soe  only  its 
neighborhood. 

I  first  saw  the  allied  prisoners  at  Sowakodo  on  cy  way  to  fetch 
ceals  at  tho  arcy  kitchen.  At  that  tice  I  die.  not  know  how  these  allied 
personnel  coce  to  bo  prisoners  of  the  Japanese  force,  however  about  a 
conth  after  that  incident  I  discovered  that  they  had  surrendered. 

The  prisoners  wero  detained  in  the  school  building  at  Sowakodo, 
which  wao  situated  on  the  other  side  of  the  temporary  Japanese  aruy 
kitchen.  It  was  in  the  evenius.  when  I  saw  thee  and  they  wore  inside 
the  cage. 

liext  tine  when  I  saw  then,  I  believe  it  was  in  the  corning  of 
February  2  and  there  wero  about  3  or  9  escorted  by  Japanese  soldiers. 
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On  the  same  evening  I  eav  another  hunch  of  about  ten  also  escorted  by 
Japanese  soldiers.  As  I  was  not  ablo  to  teke  part  in  the  night  raid 
with  others  in  the  evening,  1  went  to  fetch  my  meal  at  the  kitchen,  when 
I  saw  some  thirty  allied  prisoners  again. 


At  dawn  on  lebrunry  3  v;e  received  the  report  of  the  capture 
of  Laha.  When  I  went  to  fetch  my  meal  on  the  sei-ie  corning  1  esticated 
there  were  something  like  40  allied  prisoners,  lut  this  is  only  a 
rou-h  estinate,  as  I  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  count  thee. 


Tho  temporary  Sowakodo  cages  were  divided  into  two  sections, 
one  scalier  one  for  the  officers  and  the  larger  for  n.c.os  and  nen. 

1  got  to  know  later  that  there  were  one  Major,  one  codical  captain  and 
two  or  throe  others  in  captivity.  I  also  saw  tho  prisoners  in  the  sane 
cage  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  lobruary. 


Though  I  don't  know  the  exact  date,  after  we  had  finished  our 
noon  coal  on  or  about  the  6th,  Corcpnd.tr  of  the  Conpany,  NaKaGaWa,  arrived 
at  Soewnkodo  with  a  party  of  Japp nose  troops  of  about  a  platoon  strong 
(40)  in  two  barges,  he  announced,  the  disposal  of  the  Allied  prisoners, 
according  to  tho  order  of  the  landing  party,  and.  arrangement s  were  cade 
forthwith  and  the  first  execution  took  place  after  about  an  hour.  Though 
uncertain,  tho  prisoners  were  executed  in  a  forest  near  Laha,  located 
soce  350  cetros  from  the  cages.  The  weapons  used  for  execution  were 
costly  Japanese  swords,  but  baronet s  also  were  used.  The  method  was 
that  each  prisoner  had  his  hands  tied  behind  his  back  and  wee  taken  to 
the  place  of  the  execution  rnd  cade  to  sit  down  directly  in  front  of  tho 
prepared  position,  his  nock  slightly  stretched  downwards,  but  not  blinds 
folded,  and  in  this  way  they  were  executed.  I  saw  the  executions  up  to 
the  27th  or  tho  2sth  ran,  but  because  I  didn't  see  the  rest  I  don't  know 
what  ha*.,  happened  to  the  remainder. 


The  strength  of  the  party  which  Company  Commander  NAXaGa1.a  brought 
over  was  divided  into  three  parts,  half  of  thou  was  detailod  for  guard 
duty  and  about  ten  of  then  carried  out  the  executions.  Tho  remainder 
over  ton  in  number  cctod  aB  escorts  of  prisoners.  There  were  about  60 
wounded  non  at  Sowakodo  at  that  time  and  I  believe  about  20,  who  could 
walk,  had  seen  tho  executions.  Tut  because  it  kappenod  four  years  ago 
I  don't  re.:e.  ber  the  names  nor  the  faces  of  those  who  were  preoent  at 
the  execution.  I  recolloct  only  the  signalmen,  YaMaSKITa,  by  name  but 
he  wae  killed  while  in  night  operation  in  the  middle  of  August  1943. 


IKSUCKI,  who  was  tho  interprotor  of  the  Company  Commander, 
NaXAOAi.a,  tiocmed  to  question  the  prisoners  on  the  spot,  lut  as  I  stood 
eone  distance  away  as  an  obsurvor  end  because  I  don't  know  English  at 
pll,  I  didn't  understand  what  they  were  saying. 
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I  don't  reuenber  the  nanee  and  the  faces  of  the  executed  allied 
prioonore  because  I  had  eeon  then  for  the  firot  tine  in  uy  life.  I 
don't  recor.ber  clearly  the  number  of  those  who  were  executed,  ’out  I 
believe  they  were  10.  iind  I  don't  aleo  reue  ber  the  nance  and  the 
facoo  of  the  executioners,  however,  if  I  see  then  a /vain,  I  cay  be  ablo 
to  recognize  thee.  Although  I  an  not  certain,  but  con  who  carried  out 
the  executions  were  costly  those  of  YOSKIaaRa  Platoon,  reinforcements 
fron  the  1st  SASib.O  Special  Landing  Party,  and  partly  soce  of  then  night 
have  been  those  fron  the  air  base,  because  the  platoon  connander, 

YOSr II jkRii,  wrs  killed  in  action,  the  Benior  warrant  officer  of  the 
cocpany  took  con.nnnd  of  this  platoon,  I  don't  knew  whether  the  Benior 
warrant  officer  of  the  platoon  directly  carried  out  the  executions’  or 
not,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  was  present  on  the  spot. 

The  reason  why  the  YOSr-IrJulu  platoon  had  been  nttached  to  the 
Kure  let  Special  Landing  Party,  was  as  followo*  The  latter  had  captured 
Legaopi  (in  the  Philippines)  prior  to  taking  i^-bon,  and  in  tho  transfer, 
left  the  3rd  platoon  of  tho  2nd  cocpany  and  half  of  the  infantry,  artillery 
behind  anc.  so  in  this  way  the  strength  of  the  cocpany  tccace  dioiniehod; 
thue  it  becace  necessary  to  reinforce. 

I  don't  know  the  exact  reason  why  the  execution  was  entrusted  to 
tho  hands  of  the  YOShlhARa  Shota i,  but  according  tc  the  rucor  circulated 
later  on,  the  YOSr.IhARA  Shotai,  which  was  the  reinf  rcecent  frou  the  let 
Saeeho  Special  landing  Party  had  lost  not  only  its  connander  but  relatively 
euffored  heavy  casualties  and  v’ae  seeking  revenue;  thus  they  volunteered 
themselves  to  the  task. 

About  ten  days  after  the  capture  of  laha,  the  platoon  was 
quartered  in  Victoria  barracks  for  about  one  nonth,  after  whioh  they 
were  reincorporated  in  the  Saeeho  let  Special  Landing  Party  (the  Shiga 
party)  which  I  believe  had  its  base  at  Ticor  at  that  tine,  but  1  don't 
know  where  they  are  now.  1  think  ten  men  out  of  this  platoon  were  detailed 
as  executi:ners  end  mother  ten  as  escorts,  end  the  rest  as  guards.  I 
can't  say  definitely  because  four  years  passed  before  now,  but  I  can  say 
it  io  a  little  certain. 

Lt.  HAKuGaI.A,  who  had  been  sent  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
Landing  party,  was  a  responsible  leader  on  the  epot  at  Sowakodo*  but 
as  he  was  sont  there  by  orders  and  acted  under  orders,  he  was  not  primarily 
responsible.  The  reex>neible  can  wro  Capt.  haTAliilYAhA,  who  has  given 
tho  ordors,  but  the  can  who  saw  it  carried  out  was  Lt.  lUhAGAwA, 

One  sonior  NCO  took  charge  of  the  platoon  on  behalf  of  the 
commander  after  the  death  of  YOSklkARa.  but  ae  I  said  before,  it  le 
certain  that  the  senior  NCO  recolved  orders  fron  the  Cocpany  Connander 
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end  paeced  then  on  to  hie  subordinates  and  saw  then  executed,  hut  it  is 
not  cortnln  whether  he  hinoolf  carried  out  the  orders  or  not.  1  ©cause 

•  ,  he  cane  to  the  platoon  as  one  of  the  reinforcenents,  I  didn't  associate 

with  hin  at  all,  and  I  don't  renc.  her  his  nane  nor  face  now  after  so 

1  nany  nonths. 

t 

Though  I  can't  say  definitely,  hut  according  to  a  runor  the 
g-uards  of  the  prisoners  were  drawn  fron  93**  Seaplane  -nee  Construction 
Unit  and  tho  Land  baaed  Construction  Unit.  Though  I  don't  renonher 
accurately,  hut  thore  wro  four  or  five  shifts  with  two  guards  every 

tine. 

i 

The  reason  why  the  baoo  C  instruction  Unit  took  part  in  tho  hattlo 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  they  ha.d  co.r.o  to  reinforce  fron  the  sea  party 
on  account  of  the  let  Kure  Special  Landin,  Party  had  been  nearly  wiped 
out  hy  a  series  of  heavy  casualties,  hen  of  the  base  C, not  ruction  Unit 
were  non-conbatents  and  .  echanice.  bhey  were  not  arned  and  haa  to  take 

,  ams  fron  the  dead  and  woundod  of  the  1st  Kuro  Special  Lending  Party  end 

do  guard  duty,  and  I  rone,  .her  there  vrae  a  nan  seeding  to  he  a  lieutenant 

1  in  charge  of  theeo  unite.  1  think  ho  night  have  been  the  connanc’er  of 

*  the  guards. 

I  rer.e..ber  the  base  Construction  Unit  depart  for  sone  other  aroa 
after  the  end  of  the  hattlo,  hut  a  part  of  the  land  based  Construction 
Detachnont  stayed  in  leha  for  soce  two  or  throe  uontho.  On  account  of 
the  lapso  of  tine  I  don't  roneiher  it  clearly. 

I  know  of  nobody  excopt  the  interpreter  IKEUCr.I  who  would  ho 
likely  to  know  tho  nanes  of  the  prisoners  at  Sowakodo. 

}  before  and  after  receiving  deals  at  the  kitchen,  not  being 

able  to  speak  in  English,  we  tried  to  talk  with  the  prisonere  in  Japanese 
or  by  signs.  I  reuo.  her  they  were  such  sinplc  words  such  as  Nippon,  Japan, 
Fujiyaaa  and  Zentsuji,  Shikoku. 

t 

because  I  cane  in  contact  with  the  foreigners  for  the  first 
tide  in  oy  life  and  as  1  didn't  know  English,  1  don't  renei-ber  how  the 
prisoners  look  like,  as  all  western  people  look  alike  to  de. 

If  I  renenbor  right,  auong  the  Japanese  troops  in  Sowakoeda, 
the  only  person  I  rene.-ber  is  tho  interpreter  FUlUiL,.,  but  there  nay 
have  been  sone  others  of  the  old  1st  Special  Landing  Party,  but  I  don't 
know. 

i  I  don't  renonber  whether  the  interpreter,  TaKaDn,  was  present 

at  the  execution  or  not. 


To  tho  best  of  my  recollection,  their  personal  belongings 
were  searched  and  they  were  subjected  to  physical  examinations. 
This  happened  twice  in  front  of  the  headquarters  of  tho  Landing 
Party  at  that  tirno0  Tho  examiner  was  tho  chief  warrant  officer, 
SUWA,  assisted  by  second  warrant  officer  of  the  Wireless  Platoon 
and  another  warrant  officer.  Though  I  don't  remember  their  names, 
I  may  bo  able  to  recognize  them  if  I  see  them  again.  His  rank  was 
a  chief  petty  officer  at  that  time. 

They  had  confiscated  a  few  of  the  prisoners'  personal  be¬ 
longings  after  the  examination.  If  cy  memory  doesn't  fail  mo,  tho 
prisoners'  belongings  consisted  of  money  purses,  mirrors  of  the 
field,  tobacco,  pocket  bocks,  fountain  pens,  and  pencils,  etc.  A 
small  quantity  of  cigarettes  were  given  to  the  allied  prisoners 
daily. 


Although  I  an  not  certain,  but  I  hear  Warrant  Officer  SUWA 
loft  for  Kei  Island*  when  the  24th  Base  Construction  Unit  woro 
transferred  and  later  he  wen t  back  to  Japan  after  a  turn  at 
Sourabaya.  The  Warrant  Officer,  SUV.'A,  didn't  go  to  tho  front  be¬ 
cause  he  was  cue  Commander  of  a  Wireless  Platoon,  and  ho  was 
extraordinarily  a  big  follow  and  his  uniform  was  always  an  extra 
big  one.  I  knew  him  well. 


I  think  it  was  about  three  or  four  o'clock  on  about  tho  6th 
of  February  1942  when  I  left  Sowakodo  to  La ha  in  barges.  The 
executions  W9re  still  going  on  at  the  tine  I  departed-  After  I 
returned  to  Laha,  Lt.  NAKAGAV/A  came  back  with  his  party.  It  might 
have  been  about  two  hours  after  we  entered  Laha.  Those  who  could 
walk  and  those  who  could  be  transferred  among  the  wounded  were 
brought  back  from  Sokooda  to  Laha  in  barges.  Those  who  remained 
behind  were  nurses  and  wounded.  I  believe  I  remained  in  Laha  on 
the  6th,  7th  and  tho  8th.,  We  left  Laha  for  Victoria  somotime  afto- 
four  on  the  8th.  when  we  saw  10  or  more  prisoners  working  on  the 
Jetty,  I  didn't  seo  any  other  prisoners  r.nywnere  else.  The 
reason  is  that  because  I  have  only  been  able  to  see  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  barracks  and  could  not  go  anywhere  near  the 
aerodrome  because  I  have  not  yet  entirely  recovered. 


Some  10  days  after  I  v/as  transferred  to  Victoria  I  learned 
for  the  first  time  that  there  were  about  150  allied  prisoners  at 
the  Laha  aerodrome.  About  a  month  after  my  transfer  to  Victoria 
barracks,  I  entored  tho  Ambon  hospital  from  malaria,  I  remained 
in  the  hospital  for  about  one  and  a  half  months.  Sometime  in  the 
middle  of  March  whilst  in  hospital,  I  heard  that  the  prisoners 
capturod  in  Laha  had  been  disposed  of.  During  t;he  invasion  of 
Ambon,  the  attacking  Japanese  force  had  encountered  stronger 
resistance  than  it  had  expected  and  as  tho  capture  seemed  to  pass 
the  scheduled  date,  the  commander  sent  for  naval  and  aerial 
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reinforcenonts  by  means  of  which  he  succaedod  in  capturing  Laha. 
Though  the  numbers  and  the  nones  of  the  warships  ore  not  clear, 
but  the  destroyers  and  minesweepers  rushed  into  the  bay  and 
opened  fire.  In  the  course  of  action  one  minesweeper  struck  a 
mine  and  sank.  Another  minesweeper  was  lost,  it  is  said,  due  to 
allied  forces  outside  the  bay.  I  actually  saw  the  wreck  of  one, 
but  hoard  only  the  story  of  the  othor.  The  survivors  of  two 
minesweepers  were  all  accommodated  in  Victoria  Barracks.  Having 
had  no  reinforcements  from  Kure  1st  Special  Landing  Party,  they 
were  put  on  guard  Ambon  under  strength.  They  were  roscuea  from 
the  soa  with  hardly  anything  on  and  consequently  they  were  given 
some  old  clothes  to  woar  and  capturod  allied  arms.  I  was  also 
told,  although  doubtful,  that  they  were  made  to  guard  the  Paso 
districts. 

If  I  remember  right,  there  were  about  100  survivors  from 
both  ninesweepers.  The  story  that  I  had  heard  went  on  to  say  that 
the  survivors  rogrettod  the  loss  of  so  many  lives  that  they  sought 
for  revenge.  As  they  couldn't  give  up  this  intention,  the  senior 
officer  of  the  section  made  a  request  several  times  to  Rear 
Admiral  HATAKEYAMA  Koichiro,  the  commander  at  that  time.  At  first 
his  request  was  turned  down,  but  at  last  it  was  acquies'ced  and 
ordered  Lt.  HATAKEYAMA  to  carry  out  the  plan  who  in  turn  convoyed 
the  same  to  the  aforesaid  senior  officer,  and  according  to  the 
rumor,  the  survivors  carried  out  the  executions  between  l5th-20th 
of  February.  The  manner  of  executions  was,  it  is  said,  both  be¬ 
heading  and  bnyonetting.  The  place  and  time  is  not  clear.  I 
don't  know  the  names  and  faces  of  the  executioners  because  I 
didn't  live  with  then.  It  was  in  the  hospital  that  I  hoard  the 
rumor  about  the  executions. 

Though  I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  magazine,  I  had  read  in 
some  Japanese  magazine  that  during  the  Laha  battle  about  18  allied 
personnel  who  had  escaped  out  of  the  Ambon  Island  was  found  out  by 
the  little  Japanese  boat  at  Oranbai  and  was  taken  away  to  Laha. 

But  I  don’t  know  the  manner  of  their  execution.  Apart  from  the 
8owakodo  and  Laha  executions,  I  don't  know  of  any  other  nor  heard 
of  any  other. 

All  the  abovo  is  the  fact,  but  it  is  inovitable  that  there 
is  a  few  mistakes  in  dates,  because  four  years  had  elapsed.  The 
fact  is  the  fact  to  the  end,  and  the  rumor  is  the  runor  to  tho  end 
I  don't  think  there  is  anyone  who  knows  tho  fact  better  than  I 
among  the  1st  Kure  Special  Landing  Party.  I  don't  know  whether 
there  is  anyone  who  knows  anything  about  it  or  not.  I  have 
written  all  the  facts  I  know  and  all  the  rumor  I  heard.  I  an 
sure  there  is  not  a  single  fact  that  I  an  ashamed  of  keeping  it 
secret. 

HAMANISHI  Shigeo 

V/arrant  Officer 
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1,  SX.  16852  Co pt  Kinnish  Vivian  PARISH  of  ARMf  HEADQUARTERS , 
MsLBOURNE  r.ako  oath  ond  say: 

!•  ‘  I  on  an  officer  of  the  Australian  Military 

Forces  and  an  an  English-Japnnose  interpreter. 

2.  Annexed  hereto  and  narked  "A”  is  a  true  copy 
of  a  statorent  in  Japanese  node  by  HAMANISHI  Shigoo  on  16th 
Novonber.  194-5,  which  I  hove  checked  against  tho  original  held 
by  the  Directorate  of  Prisoners  of  War  and  Internees,  Aruy  HQ. 

3»  The  original  statement  cannot  be  nade  avail¬ 

able  inrod lately  as  it  is  required  for  tho  trial  of  JAPANESE  con- 
corned  in  tho  nassacro  of  Australian  PW  at  LAHA,  AJIBOINA. 


Sworn  before  ne  at  ?*ELBOURNE 
this  6th  day  of  June,  1946 


(Sgd)  (?)  Capt.  - 
An  officer  of  the  Australian 
Military  Forces. 


(Sgd)  K.  V.  Parish 
Capt. 
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